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to report that at this writing, Finn now looks forward to
starting a different school next September. However, this
past year, Fridays with the Jackals gave him such enormous
inspiration he has been able to face the frustrations of
Monday – Thursday. Each Friday he has a chance to
experience JOY!

“Wilderness Awareness School programs
meet kids where they live and open
kids’ hearts to the healing powers of the
natural environment.”

Finn making a bowl using hot embers
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REKINDLING HIS FIRE

By Christine Larsen, Mother of Finn (age 12)

am so grateful for the opportunity my son, Finn, has had
to spend Fridays in Duvall with the Jackals, learning
from his environment and from the strong community
of teens and mentors Kim Shelton and her team have
fostered.
Last October, shortly after Finn started at a new school that
wasn’t a good fit for him, his little fire burned down to its
embers. I knew his spirit was alive in him somewhere, but

“My husband and I are happy to
contribute funds that allow other
children to share the same kind of
joyful and redemptive experience Finn
has found in Nature.”
there were no flames left. It is not an exaggeration to say
that each school day became harder and harder for him to
face. He was so underwhelmed and frustrated, and he was
becoming increasingly angry. Thank goodness he was
able to join the Jackals in early November. I am pleased

On a recent parent visit day at Linne Doran, I was so
impressed by what I witnessed. We started the morning
playing a few group games. During one game, we tried
to capture a flag and run back to the starting line without
being seen. All but two boys participated in that game.
Instead, they chose to sit atop a tree stump and dip into their
snacks. I can’t explain how the instructors were doing it,
but I can tell you that those students were allowed to pass
on playing, but at the same time, they were still a part of
the group activity. Their choice to sit apart was honored
without their presence being any less attended to.
During another game, one of the teens became upset. With
care and “compassionate nonchalance” the instructors
guided that young woman back into the fold, and facilitated
positive interactions between her and her peers. That
morning, from across the circle of parents, kids and
instructors, I watched Finn heartily engage and even
giggle. What a gift!
Our family enjoys a circle of friends who come from
diverse economic backgrounds. I love the fact that I can
recommend Wilderness Awareness School programming
to each and every one of them, because I know there are
scholarships available. My husband and I are happy to
contribute funds that allow other children to share the same
kind of joyful and redemptive experience Finn has found
in Nature.
It isn’t enough to tell our kids “turn off the TV” or “put
down your cell phone” or “close the laptop” or “just deal
with it” – it is much better to offer the alternative. WAS
Article continued on page 4.

While my 20-plus year career as a wildlife biologist has
allowed me to essentially have ‘sit spot’ time at work,
it was my time in Wilderness Awareness School’s Wolf
Tracks program (the precursor to Anake Outdoor School)
and at Art of Mentoring workshops where I learned how
all of that time in nature was influencing other aspects
of my life in profound ways. Daily doses of quality time

“WAS programs and the Eight Shields
Mentoring model gave me a framework
for maintaining a hopeful outlook for selfreflection and personal growth, mentoring
young adults and citizen scientists, and
leadership within the non-profit I direct.”

Luanne holding an Eastern Willet after attaching a geolocator tag

ALUMNI IN ACTION

By Luanne Johnson, Wildlife Biologist

in nature are the key to my success and my longevity as
a conservation biologist working to recover endangered
species, because the threats facing our planet and its
wildlife are overwhelming and the work can be depressing.
Time spent sitting still outdoors and settling into the natural

Richard Louv has enlightened mainstream Americans
about the importance of nature in children’s development,
but I often wonder how many parents make time in nature a
priority for themselves. Spending time in nature is good for
children, but it is important to remember that it is good for
adults too. We adults can easily fill a day with working to

“Daily doses of quality time in nature are
the key to my success and my longevity as a
conservation biologist working to recover
endangered species.”
earn a living, cleaning house, grocery shopping, cooking,
and exercising to keep fit. These are all important parts of
life, but where in that busy day can you fit quality time in
nature, and why is it important for you?
Founded in 1983, Wilderness
Awareness School is dedicated
to caring for the earth and
our children by fostering
understanding and appreciation
of nature, community and self.
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Piping Plover chick on the beach at Martha’s Vineyard

baseline around me restores me and renews my spirit. It
cleanses my grief by bringing my awareness to the circle
of life around me each day, each season, and each year.
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS
SUPPORT OF NATURE CONNECTION

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR YOU – THE MANY INDIVIDUALS, FOUNDATIONS AND BUSINESSES THAT SUPPORT
GETTING MORE KIDS OF ALL AGES OUTSIDE AND CONNECTED WITH NATURE. THE FOLLOWING
ALPHABETIZED LIST INCLUDES DONATIONS RECEIVED BETWEEN FEBRUARY 1, 2016 AND MAY 31, 2016.

Michael Aarnio
Eric Aker
Sharee Anderson
David and Dawn Beauparlant
Jennifer Beckmann
Phil Bennett
Ivan Berrios
Diane Birckbichler-Koch
Susan Boher
Cindy Bolton
Bobbe Branch
Eric & Margaret Brown
Evadna Buchert
G.J. Bundy
Mark Butler
Gene and Sandy Buzzelli
Sommer and Rob Carter
Arti Chandra
Yuchen Cheng
Wes Childers and Sharon Rose
Cindy and Kareem Choudhry
Fiona Clark and Jim Boggs
Meara Clark
Jeffrey Coffey
Matthew Coill
The Conahan Family
Joanne Cormier
Philip and Sarah Cotterill
Elizabeth Craig
Liz Crain
Jennifer Danek
Diane DeVore
Mary Eickhoff
Per Eisenman
Paul Enander
Barbara English
Tom English
Yasmin Erne
Adriana Evans
Avery Fisher
Milt Footer
Georgette Fox and David Nelson
Diana and Maurice Franklin
Lauren Gaddy and Howard Gefen
Carol Gallagher
Melissa Gallagher
Dan Gardoqui
Barbara Garnish
Joe Gaydos, In honor of Warren Moon
Wes Gietz
Kendra and Eric Gil
Daniel Goldberg, In Honor Of Tony & 		
Margaret Laliberte
Charles Goldensher
Raven Gray
Janet Greenhut
Bob Gresham

Frank and Diane Gunion, On Behalf Of
Jason & Ellen Mirro
JoAnn Silkes
The Trees
Warren and M’liss Moon
Coleman Simpson
Jen and Selso Hagander-Luanava
Suzanne Moon
David Miller & Elizabeth Skirm
Tom and Lin Hagedorn
Christine and Jon Moon Halvorson
Beth Skoczen
Duff Hall
Howard Alexander Morin
Gail and Phil Smith
Susan Hansen
Matthew Murgida
Nancy and James Soriano
Ed and Suki Harkins
John Murphy
Anne Spencer
Erika Harris
Kimberly Napoli
Robert Stephens
Michele Hemming, In Memory Of Walt
Madeline Neal-Bakewell
Qi Su
Hoesel
Chuck and Leslie Newquist
Miranda Talman
Melissa Hensley
Brian and Donna O’Hearn
Don and Ellen Taves
Deanna Herron
Rho Oliva
Kate Thayer
Susan Hester Edmunds
Nancy Olson
Annie Thoe
Walt and Katy Hoesel
Christine Olson
Michelle Thompsen
Rose and William Hollis
Yvonne and Johnny Palka
Patricia Townsend
Bridget and Bruce Horne
Linda S. Park
Dodie Trescher
Walter House
Roy Park
Jasmine Trillos-Decarie
Dave and Theresa Hudda
Barbara Peterson and John Goodfellow ,
Tara Troutner
Aimee Huff
In Honor Of Sol Marie Doran & Maggie
Madeleine Valdman
Paula Hungar
Goodfellow
Margaret van Naerssen, In Honor Of
Kelley Hurst
Ruth Pickering
Eric van Naerssen
Karen Hust and Todd Vogel
Judy Posner, In Memory Of Daniel Posner
Julie Varones
George Janson
Sally Poutiatine, In Memory Of Walt Hoesel
Betty Ward
Dave Johansson
Elizabeth Powell, In Memory Of Ingwe
Nancy Waters, In Memory Of Phyllis and
Melissa Johnson
Phrin Prickett
Fred Helm
Sonya Jonason
Regan Pritzker
Bronwen Welch
George Jones
Todd and Char Rawlings
Paul White Jr.
Owen Kehoe
Bob Repoley
Jenn Wolfe
Brett Kilty
Anna-Thea Riisager
Merrily Wyman
Eli and Ori Kimchi
Mike Rodenbaugh
Nina Zabolotnaya
Lisa Klink
Byron Rot
Corporations and Foundations:
Brent Kozlowski
Katherine Ryan and Norman K.Denzin
AT&T Employee Giving Campaign
Judith and Reto Kramer
Julie Scandora
The Dickey Fund
Richard and Marcia Kramer, Jr
Julie and Jeff Schoenfeld
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
Josh Langille-Hoppe
Dean and Calista Scott
PCC Natural Markets Scrip Program
Christine and Eric Larsen
Janice Setser
quotewizard.com LLC
Bob Layer
Bridget Sevigny
Seattle Foundation
Stephanie Lecovin
Liza Sheehan
United Way of Massachusetts Bay
Kimberly Leeper
Elizabeth Sidamon-Eristoff and Hunter Lewis
and Merrimack Valley
Cynthia Lewis
Christina Limena
Varda Lobanov
Olivia Lorgen-Jones
Kylie Loynd, Niya and 		
We did it! With your help along with the generous stretch match from
Keenan Schlichting
first our Board President and then our entire Executive Committee
Ruth and Jim Loynd, In 		
Honor Of
of the Board, we were able to overcome the GiveBig technological
Niya and Keenan
glitches and exceed our goal – raising $40,339 for our Spring Get
Colleen MacDonald, In 		
Outside Campaign!
Honor Of Michaela 		
& Eric Himelfarb
Your donations to the Ingwe Memorial Scholarship Fund will go right
Tianna Malfetti
Lise Maring
to work to provide scholarships for students who would not otherwise
Robert Martin
be able to attend our transformative programs – helping more kids of
David Mauk
all ages build healthy relationships with nature, community and self.
Louise McAllister
Brian McDowell
Thank you, thank you, thank you!
Julie Miller

SPRING CAMPAIGN SUCCESS!!!!
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Article continued from page 2.
Alumni in Action

Honoring Transitions

WAS programs and the Eight Shields Mentoring model
gave me a framework for maintaining a hopeful outlook
for self-reflection and personal growth, mentoring young
adults and citizen scientists, and leadership within the
non-profit I direct. While my childhood brain developed
amidst many hours running free and exploring in nature, it
is incredibly important for my adult brain to reconnect with
that experience daily in order to live fully.

We acknowledge and appreciate Linda Bittle
for her 9 years of dedicated service as our
Bookkeeper. She has been an amazing steward
of our finances over her tenure, showing great
integrity, dedication and attention to detail. She
will be missed as she starts a new life in Council,
Idaho.

Luanne Johnson is the founder and Director of
BiodiversityWorks, a Martha’s Vineyard non-profit focusing
on wildlife research and monitoring while providing
opportunities for citizens to engage in hands-on learning.
www.biodiversityworksmv.org

We are excited to welcome Heather Durham
as our new Receptionist and Office Assistant.
Heather is a graduate of our Anake Outdoor
School and after several years in the field as an
instructor and volunteer coordinator, she decided
that behind the scenes service is the best use of her
considerable talents.

School Year Program Testimonials

Your support truly makes a difference in the lives
of our students. Below are a couple of my favorite
testimonials from our recently completed schoolyear programs that demonstrate this positive impact:

Article continued from page 1.
Rekindling his Fire

The culture of Wilderness Awareness School is the
perfect antidote for our plugged in society. They
truly believe in what they are sharing with our
kids about the importance of nature in becoming a
thoughtful, engaged, empathetic human being.
Liza, mother of 7 year old
– Monthly Program student

After a year in the Foxes program, my 7 year
old son Noah bloomed. I am so impressed with
his keen knowledge, understanding and love for
nature. He has learned so much and we are so
thankful this program exists.
Briana McFarland, mother of Noah (age7)
– Youth School (Foxes) Student

My daughter’s experience at Wilderness
Awareness has been life changing. It was not only
learning about being comfortable in nature but
learning about getting to know herself.
Julie, Mother of Lucy (age 16)
– Wild Within Student

Finn with his cat Padfoot

staff teaches that Nature surrounds us whether we live in
the heart of Seattle or the forests of Duvall. Wilderness
Awareness School programs meet kids where they live
and open kids’ hearts to the healing powers of the natural
environment. I am grateful for the opportunity to share in
the gifts that make WAS possible for any child because I
know the difference the WAS experience has made for my
own.
Tremendous thanks to you and the staff for dedicating your
energies, creativity and passion toward making Fridays
(and so many other days for so many kids) possible and for
helping Finn rekindle his fire.
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NOTES FROM THE
EAGLE’S NEST
by Warren Moon, Executive Director

Anake Outdoor School graduates of 2006 with Warren Moon and
Elder Jenn Wolfe on the bench

“Nothing you do can stop time’s unfolding”
This is one of my favorite lines from one of my favorite
poems by William Stafford. While we can’t stop time’s
unfolding, we can pause to celebrate important events and
milestones. At the end of each school year, we gather to
celebrate the year and honor those who are graduating. In
particular, we give extra love and attention to our Anake
Outdoor School graduates. This year was especially potent
for me, as the Anake Class of 2006 gathered for their 10
year reunion the weekend of our graduation celebration –
the first class ever to host a 10 year reunion. We really hope
to see each Anake class continue this tradition of coming
back to Duvall and acknowledging their decade after Anake.
As part of their reunion, I had the honor of gathering with
them in Malalo and hearing the highlights of their past ten
years. I was amazed by their stories of success, struggles
and growth. I was touched by how each still drew strength
from their experience with Wilderness Awareness School
and how each in their own way embodies the spirit of Anake
– an initiated adult who is using their gifts and talents to
make the world a better place.
They also gave us an amazing gift. Here is the writing on
the certificate that went along with their gift:
“Anake Outdoor School class of 2006 is grateful for all we
have learned from your school. We are thankful for the care
given to every aspect of our learning experience. We have

all grown in ways unimaginable prior to our year at your
school.
It is with deep gratitude that the Class of 2006 presents the
Gratitude Bench to Wilderness Awareness School which
has been installed by the Ancestors Circle on Linne Doran.
We hope the addition of the bench will support past
graduates and future generations in using this space to
connect to those who have come before us and have passed
on into spirit, to humble ourselves to the gifts which our
ancestors have left behind, and to ask for their support in
our unique contributions toward healing our world, each
other, and ourselves.”
With over 400 graduates worldwide, it feeds those of us
back here keeping the home fires burning, not just to hear
how Anake has impacted them, but how they are then going
out and making impacts in their own communities across
the planet. Our graduates will always be part of our tribe
and family and I deeply hope that the 10-year reunion
becomes a new tradition each year.
And as we come full circle, I want to give my deepest
thanks to all of you, our compassionate donors. None of this
would be possible without your continued support. Your
generosity is making the world a better place, one child and
one Anake Outdoor School graduate at a time.

Board of Trustees
Kristen Bauer — President
Tony Laliberte — Vice President
Andy Held — Treasurer
Luis Glass — Secretary
Members — Warren Moon, Howard Morin,
Chris Springate, Dan Webber and Dani Gennety

Elders Bobbe Branch, Ellen Haas, Ed Harkins, Pam Hawes, Chuck
Newquist, Don Taves, Jenn Wolfe and Gene Buzzelli
Staff Quinn Bailey, Richie Booth, Samuel Bowman, Erin Brookshire, Dan
Corcoran, Sol Doran, Heather Durham, Andy Franjevic, Laura Gunion,
Kyle Koch, Warren Moon, Jesse Phillips, Mike Prince, Marcus Reynerson,
Charlie Serra, Kim Shelton, Nate Summers, and Michelle VanNaerssen
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In Memory of our
Elder Walt Hoesel
It is with great sadness that we share that our beloved
Elder Walt Hoesel recently passed. Walt became
involved with the school shortly after it moved to
Washington in 1995, and has been a pillar for our community ever since. Walt provided wise council to many
of our staff and students over the years and has positively impacted numerous lives. Walt was an incredible
role model and a great man who was deeply passionate
about the mission and vision of Wilderness Awareness
School. He has left an indelible mark on all of our
hearts and will be greatly missed.
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